SNELL & WILMER PARTNER HOWARD I. SOBELMAN ELECTED
CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR FIRST PLACE AZ
PHOENIX (June 3, 2021) – Snell & Wilmer is pleased to announce that Howard
I. Sobelman was elected chair of the board of directors for First Place AZ.
First Place AZ is a charitable nonprofit organization advancing innovative
residential options for adults with autism and other special abilities. It celebrates
neurodiversity, independent living and the belief that housing and community
options for people with autism and other special abilities should be as bountiful
as they are for everyone else. First Place AZ is creating replicable residential
and post-secondary education models that promote collaboration among the
public, private, philanthropic and nonprofit sectors.
Howard I. Sobelman

Sobelman is active in the community and advocates for autism awareness and
resources. He has been involved in First Place AZ since 2018. Additionally, he has been on the Board of
Directors of Southwest Autism Research and Resource Center since 2005 where he served as Board Chair
from 2008 to 2017.
At Snell & Wilmer, Sobelman co-chairs intellectual property practice group. His practice is concentrated in
intellectual property law, including patents, copyrights, trademarks, trade secrets, licensing and due
diligence. His practice includes blockchain technologies, big data, software, hardware, internet, business
methods, aerospace, solar tracking, financial services, financial planning, insurance products, medical
products, mechanical, biotechnology, fiber optics, holography, and various other technologies. In addition,
Sobelman has worked with a number of clients to develop creative global protection strategies.
About Snell & Wilmer
Founded in 1938, Snell & Wilmer is a full-service business law firm with more than 450 attorneys practicing
in 15 locations throughout the United States and in Mexico, including Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona; Los
Angeles, Orange County and San Diego, California; Denver, Colorado; Washington, D.C.; Boise, Idaho;
Las Vegas and Reno, Nevada; Albuquerque, New Mexico; Portland, Oregon; Salt Lake City, Utah; Seattle,
Washington; and Los Cabos, Mexico. The firm represents clients ranging from large, publicly traded
corporations to small businesses, individuals and entrepreneurs. For more information, visit
www.swlaw.com.
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