
 
 

STATE BAR OF NEVADA NAMES SNELL & WILMER ATTORNEY KARL RILEY 2017 YOUNG 
LAWYER OF THE YEAR  

 
LAS VEGAS (June 14, 2017) – Snell & Wilmer is pleased to announce that Karl Riley, an attorney in the 
firm’s Las Vegas office, has been named Young Lawyer of the Year by the State Bar of Nevada. Riley will 
receive the award at the state bar’s annual meeting in Austin, Texas on June 29.  
 
The Young Lawyer of the Year award recognizes the professional and public service 
achievements of Nevada attorneys who are either under the age of 36 or who have 
been engaged in the practice of law for fewer than five years. 
 
“I am deeply honored to receive this award from the State Bar of Nevada,” said Riley. “I 
have enjoyed serving the bar since I became an attorney in 2010, and I look forward to 
contributing to the legal industry and local community for years to come.” 
 
In addition to the Young Lawyer of the Year award, Riley was recently named a Fellow 
of the American Bar Foundation and received the National Bar Association’s 40 Under 40 Awards in 2015, the 
Rising Star of Business Award by the Las Vegas Business Press in 2014 and the Lawyers of Color Hot List 
100 for the Western Region in 2013. He also was named to the Mountain States Super Lawyers, Rising Stars 
Edition and the Legal Elite-Best Up and Coming Attorneys by Nevada Business Magazine. 
 
Active in several bar organizations, Riley currently serves as President of the Las Vegas Chapter of the 
National Bar Association and is a member of the Executive Council of the Young Lawyers Section of the State 
of Nevada. He is a Past Chair of the Young Lawyers Division for the National Bar Association and chairs the 
National Advisory Board of the National Black Law Student Association. Riley is a board member of the Urban 
Chamber of Commerce and a previous board member of the Las Vegas Alumni Chapter of the Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity. 
 
At Snell & Wilmer, Riley represents a number of financial services institutions, in both federal and state 
forums, defending them against a number of laws such as the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act, Truth 
in Lending Act, Fair Credit Reporting Act, Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions Act, Fair Debt Collections 
Practices Act, and Equal Credit Opportunity Act, as well as state unfair and deceptive acts or practice 
statutes.  Additionally, Riley has defended millions of dollars of assets against numerous wrongful foreclosure 
claims, including HOA foreclosures. Riley also defends the firm’s clients in discrimination and harassment 
claims under Title VII, ADA, FMLA, state law, as well as in wage and hour disputes. He has also been an 
active member of the firm's Attorney Development and Diversity & Inclusion Committees. He earned his J.D. 
from Northwestern University School of Law and his B.S. from Washington University. 
 
About Snell & Wilmer 
Founded in 1938, Snell & Wilmer is a full-service business law firm with more than 400 attorneys practicing in 
nine locations throughout the western United States and in Mexico, including Las Vegas and Reno, Nevada; 
Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona; Los Angeles and Orange County, California; Denver, Colorado; Salt Lake City, 
Utah; and Los Cabos, Mexico. The firm represents clients ranging from large publicly traded corporations to 
small businesses, individuals and entrepreneurs. For more information, visit www.swlaw.com. 
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