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ELLEN DARLING AND M.C. SUNGAILA SELECTED AS TWO OF THE TOP 

WOMEN LAWYERS IN 2011 
 

ORANGE COUNTY (May 17, 2011) – Snell & Wilmer is pleased to announce that partners Ellen 
Darling and M.C. Sungaila have been named in the Daily Journal’s “Top Women Lawyers” for 2011.  
 
The Daily Journal published a special issue on May 11 recognizing 100 women lawyers in the state of 
California. The list features 75 litigators and 25 corporate or transactional lawyers who played a 
significant role in California's legal market over the past year.  A reception was also held in honor of the 
award recipients at the Beverly Hills Hotel the evening of May 10, 2011.  
 
Darling's practice is concentrated in product liability and commercial litigation. She primarily represents 
manufacturers in product liability litigation involving pharmaceuticals and medical devices.  In addition, 
Darling represents health care providers and lab companies in medical malpractice cases, and counsels 
companies regarding Consumer Product Safety Commission reporting requirements. 
 
“I am honored to be recognized by the Daily Journal and included in this prestigious group of lawyers,” 
Darling said. “I have the opportunity to work with an incredible team at Snell & Wilmer to serve our 
clients in their product liability litigation matters. My goal each day is to fight to protect our clients in the 
courtroom so they may focus on continuing to grow their businesses.” 
 
Sungaila practices appellate law and has successfully briefed and argued appeals raising cutting-edge and 
core business issues statewide as well as nationally and internationally.  Fortune 500 companies and 
leading international human rights organizations also have relied on her to help define the scope of the 
duty to warn sophisticated users of product hazards, overturn multimillion dollar judgments, limit the 
reach of medical monitoring claims, clarify the standards for interstate enforcement of noncompete 
agreements, and secure important rights for women worldwide. Sungaila also received an award earlier 
this year as one of the OC Metro Top 20 Women to Watch in 2011 and will receive the Coastline College 
Foundation Visionary of the Year honor later this month. 
  
“I am honored to be a part of this remarkable group of women,” Sungaila said. “I feel fortunate to partner 
with clients who understand the need for appellate counsel early in a case, as well as a single appellate 
decision's ability to change the law." 
 
About Snell & Wilmer L.L.P.   
Founded in 1938, Snell & Wilmer is a full-service business law firm with more than 400 attorneys 
practicing in nine locations throughout the western United States and in Mexico, including Los Angeles 
and Orange County, California; Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona; Denver, Colorado; Las Vegas and Reno, 
Nevada; Salt Lake City, Utah; and Los Cabos, Mexico. The firm represents clients ranging from large, 
publicly traded corporations to small businesses, individuals and entrepreneurs. For more information, 
visit www.swlaw.com.  
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